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3 August 1988
FRAMEWORK FOR CONFERENCE ON SOVIET STRATEGY TOWARD THE WEST

General issue for the conference: To what extent are
fundamental changes occurring in the way Moscow approaches
relations with the United States and ‘the West?

I. GORBACHEV'S STRATEGY TOWARD THE WEST

-- to what extent are Soviet objectives and strategy
toward the West changing under Gorbachev? How do they
assess the West and the nature of the threat it presents?
How do they see current trends in the correlation of forces?
How competitive a relationship do the Soviets want? How
much cooperation? Are they seeking a respite from the
competition or a sea change in relation
rethinking the basic ideological tenets Q/ 24 fl :
approach to the United States and the W -
objectives toward the NATO alliance and
in Europe? What role does the Soviet IWNJKZT%?fmmMN,WH.L,WWU
military power in achieving its objecti / .
under Gorbachev? e e e e

STAT

II. MILITARY DOCTRINE AND ARMS CONTROL'

How do the Soviets assess the likely na. .~ .=
“with the West and how are they preparin. g4 H/.&
change under Gorbachev? What are the p-..:i:%
of changes in declared doctrine such as " s g e
non-winability of nuclear war, the conc \ ¥ A
sufficiency” and the notion of "defensi]. 2P Ss € " /¥
Soviets rethinking the size and nature | :
conventional forces they believe are ng_ .
security requirements? In what way do | g
affect Soviet arms control strategy? H: JAL  Jf Qe (C.  AACH  SCTT) e
arms control objectives and strategy un ' - ” g i

they see arms control negotiations as g  ...- . & .
do we expect Soviet policies on strateg - ot
arms control negotiations to evolve ove o T
years? '

I1I. COMPETITION IN THE THIRD WORLD
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